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“combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. 
_ presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 


“WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
Form 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. Troops 


in transit and certain small detachments are not required to submit reports 


for this and other reasons, total strength of reporting units has been con- 
sistently about l percent below the actual strength of the Army inthis coyn- 
try. The mean strength shown for individual stations is that of Army person- 
nel attached or assigned for medical care and does not include organizations 


not on the post but dependent on the station for hospitalization. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases hospitalized or confined to 
quarters and excused from duty for 24 hours or longer, except for certain 
cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal disease cases treated on a 
duty status, and deaths which occurred before admission to hospital or quar- 
ters). Admissions designated as “injury” comprise all traumatisms other than 
battle casualties (i.e., morbid conditions due to external causes, including 
poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, and 
reactions to medications as well as various types of wounds not due to enemy 
action). Under present conditions there would not be any direct admissions 
in the continental United States properly classifiable as battle casualties. 
All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classified as 
"disease." 


Admission rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
These rates are 


rates inannual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate 
the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
a year’s time if the current week’s experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseases of special interest. Appended is alist of 
cases reported for the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. 


The average proportion of the daily strength of the command which is 


confined to hospital or quarters (mean number of non-effectives per thousand 


strength) is given in the summary table for the total United States and for 
each of the Service Commands. This ratio may not be significant when the 
strength of aCommand is changing markedly or when a Command has a relatively 
large number of General Hospitals. 


The number of enlisted men discharged during the week on Certificates 
of Disability for Discharge (CDD) are shown for individual stations. These 
data should be distinguished from the figures for "honorable discharges for 
physical and mental disqualification" assembled by The Adjutant General’s 
Office; the latter include discharges for inaptness in addition to CDD’s and 
are tabulated on a somewhat different basis (e.g., the April data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and May plus discharges 
prior to April which were processed in May). 


MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as IS per- 


cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 


materially understated. Therefore incomputing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 
shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment for the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included inthe report is atable listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates from all causes, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported fromreception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 


Current hospitalization conditions are presented interms of total beds 
authorized, total beds occupied, and the percent of total beds authorized 
which are occupied. 


Total beds authorized are those defined in par.36h of AR 40-1080,Changes 
No. 2 and No. 3 and donot include beds indispensaries, convalescent facil- 
ities, venereal disease facilities and college or university training units. 


Regional Hospitals are distinguished from Station Hospitals by the 
letters (RH) appearing after thename of thestation. Likewise Convalescent 
Hospitals are denoted by the letters (CH). 


In the case of General Hospitais there are shown, in addition, the num- 
ber of Army patients admitted, the number disposed of during the week (by 
return to duty, transfer, death, CDD, or otherwise), and the number of such 
patients remaining in hospital (including convalescent facilities, if any) 
at the end of the week, subdivided by disease, injury, and battle casualty 
patients. The patient days of treatment are presented separately for hos- 
pital and for convalescent facilities. The bed capacity and beds occupied 
in convalescent facilities are also indicated. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 


In reading the detail tables, it should be borne inmind that admission 
rates based onsmall numbers of cases are not’ reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases. 


Where the current week’s data for a particular station have not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol €#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


All Ceuses: Disease and Injury: 
During the week ending 6 October 1944 the ad- 


| mission rate from all causes increased fractionally 
to 595 per year per thousand strength. The current 
morbidity rate is the highest reported since the 
week ending 19 May 1944 but is about 15 percent 
lower than for the corresponding week of 1943. 


Morbidity from all diseases combined increased 
by about 1 percent to 524 per thousand. The current 
admission rate from disease continues at about 15 


The admission rate from injury increased to 71 
jper thousand and is at the highest level since the 
week ending 4 August 1944, although being about 20 


Respiratory Causes: 
Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. increased 


from 84 per thousand for the previous week to 87 per 
thousand for the current week. The admission rate 
for this week is 13 "a ca lower than for the corre- 
sponding week of 1943. 


The admission rate from pneumonia remained at 7 
per thousand and was at the highest point since the 
middle of July. However, morbidity from this cause 
continues to be about 25 percent lower than during 
the corresponding period of 1943. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 
Morbidity from venereal diseases, excluding 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING 6 OCTOBER 1944 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


percent under that for the corresponding week of 193. 


percent lower than for the corresponding week of 1943. 


cases contracted prior to entry into active service,de- | 
creased sharply from the rate of 39 per thousand for the 
previous week to 34 per thousand for the current week. 
This decline follows the trend in previous months when © 
there had always been a sharp drop in the first week of | 
the month as contrasted with the last week of the previ-] 
ous month, followed by a gradual increase during the re— 
maining weeks of the month. Morbidity from these causes] 
is about 30 percent higher than during the corresponding) 
week of 1943. | 


: Bia: 

Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery increased ae 
sharply to 13 per thousand from the rate of 9 per ae 
thousand for the previous week. The admis sion rate fromj — da 
this cause for the current week was notably higher than | — 


bee 
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the rate for the corresponding week of 1943; this is the] — 
first time in recent months that morbidity from these 

causes has been higher for 1944 as compared with the — 
corresponding week of 1943, 


The number of new cases of meningitis was reported | 
at 18, the same as for the previous week and less than | 


half the number for the corresponding week of 19443. The} 
number of new cases of rheumatic fever decreased to 50, hi 
which is close to the minimum figure recorded so far be 
this ‘year. During the current week new cases of polic- ha 
myelitis numbered 7 or about the same as the average fort % 
the previous four weeks. ee 
VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND | oe 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: mile 
The admission rate from disease increased chagnies eg 

(by 10 percent or more) in the Second and Third Service | 
Commands and the Military District of Washington. He 
Pi 
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in the Fifth and Ninth Service Commands did signifi- 
cant decreases in morbidity from disease occur. 


As a result, the Second Service Command reported 
the highest morbidity from all causes (732 per 
thousand) md from disease (669 per thousand). The 
lowest morbidity from all causes (512 per thousand) 
and from disease (453 per thousand) was registered in 
the. Fifth Service Command, followed by the Eighth 
Service Command, which has in previous weeks reported 
very low morbidity, 


Sharp increases in morbidity from injury were 
reported by the Third, Sixth, and Ninth Service Com 
mands, while only the Fifth and Seventh Service Com 
mands reported significant decreases. The Fourth and 
Sixth Service Commands with admission rates of about. 
80 per thousand, registered the highest morbidity 
from this cause, while the Military District of 
Washington with a rate of 42 per thousand was the 
lowest, followed by the First Service Command (54 per 
thousand). 


‘| Respiratory Causes: 


The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc, 
increased notably (10 percent or more) in the Second 
and Third Service Commands, The only Service Command 
showing other than a fractional decrease was the 
Fifth, where a decline of more than 20 percent oc- 
curred. For the first time in many months half of 
the Commands reported an admission rate of 100 or 
more per thousand, — 


The Military District of Washington reported by 
far the highest morbidity from colds, influenza, etc, 
(168 per thousand) followed by the Second Service Com- 
mand (139 per thousand). The Fourth and Eighth 
Service.Commands, with a rate of about 70 per thousand 
reported the lowest morbidity from these causes. 
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Morbidity from pneumonia remained about the same in 
all Service Commands except the Third, where a signifi- | 
cant rise in admissions occurred. The Sixth Service 
Command, with a rate more than double that for the aes 
country as a whole, reported the highest morbidity from] 
this cause. ee 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

Morbidity from "new" venereal (excluding EPTS) 
cases decreased in every Service Command except the 
First. Decreases of 10 percent or more were reported 
by the Second, Third, Fourth, Seventh, and Bighth 
Service Commands and the Military District of Washing- 
ton, The Fifth Service Command reported the highest 
morbidity from these causes (49 per thousand), while 
the lowest morbidity (13 per thousand) was recorded in 
the Military District of Washington, followed by the 
Ninth Service Command (24 per thousand). 


A merked increase in morbidity from diarrhea and | 
dysentery was registered in the Seventh Service Command, — 
which reported a rate almost five times as high as for | — 
the remainder of the country; this was a result of out-| 
breaks at Cemp Crowder and Fort Leonard Wood. The : 
Fourth, BHighth, and Ninth Service Commands, with rates 
of about 11 per thousand, were the only other Service 
Commands to report relatively high morbidity from this — 
cause, 
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NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: oe 
The non-effective rate increased for the twelfth Se 
consecutive week to 46.0 per thousand; this is the a ee 
highest rate recorded during this war, More than 25 “a8 
percent of the current non-effective rate arises from Ee 
days of treatment for cases evacuated from overseas oe 
theaters. The non-effective rate for personnel bee 
stationed in this country is estimated to be lower than} 
in 1943, ce 
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ING UNDER TREA 
| The total number of Army patiouks remaining in 
hospital at the end of the week represented a rate 
ef 46.0 per thousand strength. The number ef 
neuropsychiatric cases remaining as of October 1944 
was reperted at 20,056 or about 700 more than the 
previous week; out of the 20,056 cases 9,872 were 
in General Hospitals. The number of neurepsychia- 
tric cases remaining was at the highest point 
during this war. 


The number of non—battle injury patients re- 
maining under treatment in hospital and quarters as 
ef 6 Octeber 1944 totaled about 32,000. The num- 
ber ef battle casualty patients remaining increased 
by about 2,400 to 19,536; all but 377 of these 
were in General Hospitals. 


CERTIFIC.’ TES OF DISABILITY FOR DISCHARGE: 
During the week ending 6 Octeber 1944 the tetal 


number of enlisted men discharged by CDD was 5,282 
er about 400 less than the previous week. About 
45 percent of these discharges were reperted by 
General Hespitals. ° 


Included among the 5,282 CDD's were 1,983 neure— 
psychiatric cases, representing 38 percent of the 
tetal; the number ef such cases among the previous 
week's CDD's was 1,852 er 33 percent of the tetal. 


U. TH TAL CONDITIONS : 

The tetal autherized beds in General, Regional, 
Statien, and Convalescent Hespitals as of 6 Octber 
1944 numbered about 260,000 or 11,000less than at 
jthe end ef the previous week; this decrease was 
— the result of the application of Changes 
Ne, 3, AR 40-1080 which previded fer autherized 

beds in Stetien Hospitals te be based on apprexi- 
mea 3.5 percent of strength served. The tetal 
mumber ef beds eecupied was 155,000 (er 60 percent 
ef the tetal beds autherised) which was about 4,000 
more than at the end of th the 
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tala ad ON CURRENT ‘TRENDS (CONT'D ) 


The total authorized beds in General Hospitals (ex~ 2 


elusive of beds in convalescent facilities) numbered 
114,139. The total beds occupied in General Hespitals 
were 62,503 (er 55 percent of the autherized beds) 
which was about 2,400 more than at the end ef the pre- 
vious week and the highest number ever reported. 


The bed capacity of convalescent facilities in Gen— 


eral Hospitels was 21,513. The tetal beds eccupied in 
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such convalescent facilities was 7,601 or 35 percent efi 


the tetal bed capacity. The abeve figures inelude 
10,372 convalescent facilities beds (3,518 er 34 per= 
cent occupied) at the six General and Convalescent 
Hespitals. 


Qn page 27 there are presented summary data on Army | . = 


and non-Army patients at General Hospitals as ef 6 
Octeber 1944. Alse shewn is a subdivision ef hospital 
beds available in General Hospitals. 


Station Hespitals (as distinct from Regional and i es 


Convalescent Hespitals) reperted about 82,000 tetal 
autherized beds, while Regional Hespitals reported a= 
bout 60,000 beds. The number ef beds occupied at = 
Station Hospitals was about 46,000 er 56 percent of 
tetal authorized beds. The beds eccupied at Regional 


Hospitals numbered about 42,000 or 70 percent of tetal — 


autherized beds. 


Not included among the statien hospitals are 12 
which are designated as Convalescent Hospitals (ZI). 


These hospitals reported 4,395 autherized hospital beds 


(3,694 or 86 percent occupied) and in addition 11,874 
beds in convalescent facilities (3,483 or 29 percent 
eccupied). - 


Fifteen stations reported more beds eccupied as of 
6 Octeber 1944 than autherized. 
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HOSPITALIZATION CONDITIONS AT STATION AND REGIONAL HOSPITALS 


-| NATURE OF THE DATA: 


This Supplementary Health Report is the first of a 


series presenting data on authorized hospital beds and 
beds occupied in relation to military strength served 
by each Station and Regional Hospital. The military 
strength shown in this report is that of all organiza~ 
tions dependent for Station Hospital care. Therefore, 
for individual Regional Hospitals, the strength shown 
“jonly provides a basis for estimating Station Hospital 
bed requirements. 


The data are grouped by Service Command and fur- 
ther classified according to ASF and AAF Station and 
Regional Hospitals. It should be noted that General 
Hospitals and Convalescent Hospitals (Z.I.) are not 
included in this Supplementary Report. 


The military strength served, as reported here, 
includes in addition to U.S. Army personnel other U.S. 
armed forces, allied and neutral armed forces, prison- 
ers of war, and personnel of Italian Service Units. 
Accordingly, in most instances, the strength data in 
this report are larger than the corresponding figures 
in the Weekly Health Report which includes only U.S. 
Army personnel dependent for medical care (as distin- 
guished from hospitalization). For example, a large 
station with a strength of 20,000 U.S. Army personnel 

jmay provide both medical care and hospitalization for 
such personnel at a number of dispensaries and at the 
Station Hospital; in addition, the Station Hospital 
may provide hospitalization for a nearby installation 
with a strength of 1,000 U.S. Army personnel which 
has only a dispensary of its own. The strength used 
in this report for the large station would be 21,000 
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whereas only 20,000 would be shown on the Weekly 


by station would be accounted for by that station, 
shown séparately. 


The total strength of the Service Commands and | 
the country as a whole, as contained in this report, 


Health Report, while the 1,000 strength at the near- | 


are not strictly comparable with the figures in the | — 
Weekly Health Report for the week ending 29 September| 


1944. This is because the strength figures in this 
Supplementary Report include other than U.S. Army 
strength but exclude U.S, Army strength served by 
Convalescent Hospitals and by General Hospitals 


(about 6,000 Station Hospital beds are currently pro- a 


vided at General Hosvitals located on or near large 
posts; for example, Ft. Dix, N.J. and Tilton G.H.). 


The figures for military strength served have 


been obtained from the Station and Regional Hospital | 


reports and thus, in most instances, are only appro- 
ximate » 


There is present the possibility that the 
listing of military strength served is not complete 
or wholly accurate on such reports so modification 
and corrections of such data have been made where 
possible. 


The data on authorized and occupied hospital 
beds are not in all instances in exact agreement 
with corresponding data published in the Weekly 
Health Report for the week ending 29 September 1944 | 
because in the latter figures for the previous week 
had to be used in some instances. Late and correc- 
ted reports received in time for inclusion in this 


bn a 
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Supplementary Report have been corresnondingly substi- 
tuted. 


The ratios of authorized and occupied beds per 


thousand military strength served are shown for all 


Station Hosnitals but not for individual Regional Hos- 
vitals. As explained above, such ratios would not be 
significant since beds authorized and occupied at Re- 
gional Hospitals are only partly in respect to mili- 
tary strength served on a Station Hospital basis and 


|since there are also included patients receiving Gene- 


_ |val Hospital care. 


; 


y 


military strength results in 


In a few instances, such as at Ordnance Denots 
(which have small military strengths), there are rela~ 
tively small numbers of authorized beds, primarily for 
the care of civilian employees. Relating such beds to 
abnormally high ratios 
which are obviously not significant. Also, several AAF 
Station Hospitals which act in part as debarkation sta- 
tions show relatively high ratios, reflecting the acti- 


Iwities of these installations, 


|SPECIAL COMMENTS: 


For the United States as a whole, the number of 


|beds occupied at all Station and Regional Hospitals com- 
|bined represented 25 per thousand military strength 


served; for Station Hosnitals the corresponding figure 
was 21 per thousand, while for Regional Hospitals it 
was 31 per thousand (as indicated previously, this 


figure is higher in part because of the functions of 
- |these hospitals). For all ASF hospitals combined the 
_ |ratio of beds occupied to s 
-|thousand, while for all AAF,hospitals combined the 
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ength served was 23 per 


HEALTH REPORT 


STATION AND REGIONAL HOSPITALS 


corresponding figure was 17 per thousand. 


Considering the data by Service Commands, it may 
be noted that for ASF Station Hospitals, the First, 
Second, and Seventh Service Commands reported lower 
than average occupancy ratios (all at about 15 per 
thousand), while the Fifth and Ninth reported above- 
average ratios (about 30 per thousand). Similarly, 
for AAF Station Hospitals the highest occupancy ratio 
was reported in the Third Service Command (30 per thou 
sand), while the lowest such ratios were in the First 
and Seventh Service Commands (14 per thousand). 


The data for 29 September 1944 presented here 
are peculiarly effected by the fact that Changes No. 
3, AR 40-1080 was issued about a week earlier. These 
changes in regulations provided for authorized beds 
at Station Hospitals to be based on approximately 3.5 
percent of strength served but with due consideration 
for special local problems or conditions. It is there 
fore anticipated that the ratio of authorized beds to 
military strength served will, for some stations, be 
lower in the future. 


Out of the 86,648 beds occupied at all Station 
and Regional Hospitals combined, there were 3,154 (or 
almost 4 percent) occunied by civilians. The follow 
ing stations renorted 50 or more beds occupied by 
civilians: Cp. Haan, Calif (104); Ft. McPherson, Ga. 
(82); Los Angeles POE, Calif. (67); Drew Fld., Fla. 
(63); MacDill Fid., Pla. (59); Ft. Bragg, N.C. (54); 
and Coral Gables, Fla. (53). 
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